THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
word had passed those privileged lips, the others
admitted that it was the last hope of saving the
Palace from the People. B ut he knew it already;
he, the cleverest statesman in all that assembly,
knew he must either put himself at the head of
the popular party, or be put beneath its feet.
With curious success, he did both, for, though
nominally the foremost champion of the new
regime, he was henceforth, to the moment of his
deposition, nothing else than a puppet in its
hands, retained temporarily for the sake of his
profound knowledge of foreign affairs and
diplomatic chicanery. A small price was this
insignificance for his bodily safety. He who, all
his life, had killed and tortured, reckoned no
price too high for the guarantee of his life. He
was cruel from boyhood. His father is said to
have expressed the conviction that if he should
ever come to the throne, Turkey would suffer,
"for," said Abd-ul-Mejid, "when the lad has
nothing better to do, he goes into the stables
and sticks pins in the horses." Of enemies he
had as many as he deserved, and many of them
regret that he got off so easily. The Young
Turks knew better. Europe, never friendly to
regicides, would have resented-his execution or
assassination.
Yet he displayed all his customary cunning in
H                                 313